532                               LECTUEE XV.
therefore that truth should be revealed to us in any other way; and he who takes truth elsewhere but from Holy Writ, is straying from the holy faith, and his life is not worth much/
Sinlessness.
Another even greater danger was discovered by the adversaries both of the Yedanta and of Master Eckhart's philosophy. It is not difficult to understand that human beings who had completely overcome their passions and who had no desires but to remain united with the Divine Spirit, should have been declared incapable of sin. In one s-ense they were. But this superiority to all temptation was soon interpreted in a new sense, namely that no sin could really touch such beings, and that ev^n if they should break any human laws, their soul would not "Be affected by it. One sees well enough what was intended, namely that many of the distinctions between good and evil were distinctions for this world only, and that in a higher life these distinctions would vanish.
We read in the Bnh. Up. IV. 4, 23: ' This eternal greatness of Brahman does not grow larger by works, nor does it grow smaller. Let man try to find the trace of Brahman, for having found it, he is not sullied by any evil deed.5 The Bhagavadgita also is full of this sentiment, as, for instance, V. 7 : * He who is possessed of devotion, whose self is pure, who has restrained his self, and who has controlled his senses, and who identifies his self with every being, that is, who loves his neighbour as himself, is not tainted, though he performs acts/ And then again : * The man of devotion who knows the truth, thinks he does nothing at all